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FROM THE EDITOR IN CHIEF 

In two years, The Current has grown from a two-women 
newsroom fueled by sweat equity and willpower to  
an organization with five employees and a robust and  
diversified revenue stream with a three-year runway.  
 
We are on our way to becoming a sustainable—and  
thriving—news organization that serves and reflects  
underrepresented communities in Coastal Georgia  
by providing market-leading accountability and  
investigative news. 
 
We are Georgia’s only nonprofit investigative news 
organization. We provide original, in-depth watchdog  
journalism affecting Savannah and Coastal Georgia.  
Our independent non-partisan professional journalists  
work to increase awareness and accountability through  
solutions-oriented reporting and stories that affect all  
our communities.  
 
We are funded solely by philanthropy from individual  
donors, foundations, and corporate sponsorships. 
 
Our reporters work tirelessly to produce public service  
journalism that you can trust. You deserve to have  
a go-to source for the news that matters most to you.  
This is essential work, especially these days. 
 
We pledge to continue this important work in 2023 so that 
Coastal Georgians are equipped with knowledge to become 
more civically engaged and empowered to improve society.  
 
With gratitude, 
 
Margaret Coker 
Editor in Chief 
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OUR TEAM 
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From left,  
Susan Catron, Managing Editor 

Margaret Coker, Editor in Chief 
Jake Shore, Public Safety Reporter 

Shannon GaNun, Development Director 
Mary Landers, Environment Reporter 
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HOW WE SERVE YOU 

The Current operates a news website filled with local,  
in-depth news, publishes regular topical newsletters, and 
hosts community discussions and events to engage Coastal 
Georgians in education about civic problems and solutions.  
 
The Current is free because part of our mission is to erase 
information inequalities in Georgia and build a more  
engaged citizenry and voting public.  
 
Our news is paid for through corporate sponsorship, grants, 
and individual donors. Our model of publishing and our 
mission to serve low-income, diverse, and underserved  
communities is unique in Southeast Georgia.  
 
In addition to our original reporting, we host community 
discussions and events, especially on voting rights,  
to engage Coastal Georgians in discussions about civic  
problems and solutions. 
 
We practice solutions journalism, an approach that  
tells the whole story—both the problems and the efforts  
to solve them. Solutions journalism outperforms the  
traditional approach on three criteria: more audience  
appeal, better ratings, and greater impact.  
 
The Current seeks new ways to reach more readers. We have 
cultivated news partnerships to help our visibility, impact, 
and branding and to enhance our content.  
 
Through our statewide partnerships, we reach everyone  
in Georgia. The Current’s partners include Georgia Public 
Broadcasting, Georgia Recorder, Capitol Beat News  
Service, Georgia Health News, Solutions Journalism  
Network, and Inside Climate News. Our work has also  
appeared in various Georgia web and print publications for 
Southern Community Newspapers and Connect Savannah. 
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SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS 

Bobolink Foundation—Environment 
June 2021 (Three Years) 
$60,000 
 
Howard W. Dobbs Foundation—Environment 
June 2021 (Three Years) 
$300,000 
 
Inasmuch Foundation—Organizational Support 
November 2021 (Three Years) 
$150,000 
 
Report for America—Public Safety  
December 2021 (Three Years) 
$90,000  
 
Miami Foundation—Public Safety  
December 2021 
$12,000 
 
Google News Initiative—Public Safety  
December 2021 
$4,000 
 
Knight Foundation—Public Safety  
December 2021 
$2,000 
 
NewsMatch—Matching Fund Program 
December 2021 
$90,323 
 
ProPublica—Reporting  
April 2022 
$75,000 
 
Fund for Investigative Journalism—Special  
Project Support 
April 2022 and August 2022 
$20,000 
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Knight Foundation—Sustainable Publishing  
Solutions Grant 
June 2022 
$20,000 
 
Lipman Center for Journalism (Columbia  
Journalism School)—Criminal Justice  
June 2022 
$20,000 
 
Google News Initiative—News Equity Fund 
October 2022 
$12,250 
 
Emerson Collective—Next Newsroom Project 
November 2022 (Two Years) 
$170,000 
 
Meredith Devendorf Belford and Scott Belford—
Liberty County Accountability Reporter  
(Three Years) 
$360,000 
 
NewsMatch—Matching Fund Program 
December 2022 
$128,961 
 
Internship Support 
• Amherst College 
• Dow Jones News Fund 
• Emma Bowen Foundation 
• Harvard University 
• The City University of New York Craig  

Newmark Graduate School of Journalism 
• University of Georgia 
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Educating and Empowering  
Our Readers on Title Lending 
Companies that offer fast loans to people who use 
titles to their vehicles as collateral often charge 
very high interest rates, which many states have 
barred or capped. Georgia has not passed a cap 
and also doesn’t track the number of title loans or 
lenders in the state. Our Editor in Chief Margaret 
Coker, along with Joel Jacobs and Mollie Simon  
of ProPublica, conducted a sweeping months-long 
investigation of Savannah-based TitleMax. We 
found that 500 title lenders operate in Georgia, 
with about 75 percent in zip codes where resi-
dents have incomes below the state’s median.  
A disproportionate number of the lenders are  
in communities of color and low-income areas. 
Look for the series to revive efforts in the  
General Assembly’s 2023 session to reform  
the usurious practice of title lending. 

Giving Citizens a Voice on Spaceport 
Camden 
A visible impact of our environmental reporting 
was Mary Landers’ sustained, in-depth coverage 
of Spaceport Camden that tracked developments 
through federal licensing, a successful ballot 
measure opposed to the project, and a state  
Supreme Court challenge to that vote brought  
by the county against its own citizens. Mary’s 
deep sourcing and explanatory journalism about 
the citizen-led campaign to stop the spaceport  
educated voters in Camden County and around 
Coastal Georgia about environmental risks  
and lack of political accountability among  
local elected officials. The end result: Camden 
residents voted in a referendum to prevent the 
county’s purchase of the land for the spaceport. 
 
Reporting on Elected Officials’ Actions 
Coastal Georgia’s Congressman, Buddy Carter, 
owns a large tract of undeveloped land near the 
proposed spaceport. We’ve chronicled this elect-
ed official’s successful effort to keep his tax bill on 
this property low. In August, we brought readers 
an exclusive look at Democratic gubernatorial 
candidate Stacey Abrams’ environmental policy, 
focusing on ways it would address climate change 
and affect the coast.  
 
 
 

https://thecurrentga.org/2022/11/14/how-title-lenders-trap-poor-americans-in-debt-with-triple-digit-interest-rates/
https://thecurrentga.org/2022/11/14/how-title-lenders-trap-poor-americans-in-debt-with-triple-digit-interest-rates/
https://thecurrentga.org/2021/12/20/spaceport-camden-clears-one-licensing-hurdle/
https://thecurrentga.org/2022/03/08/voters-to-spaceport-camden-abort-launch/
https://thecurrentga.org/2022/03/08/voters-to-spaceport-camden-abort-launch/
https://thecurrentga.org/2022/10/10/justices-question-procedure-merit-of-camdens-spaceport-case/
https://thecurrentga.org/2022/10/10/justices-question-procedure-merit-of-camdens-spaceport-case/
https://thecurrentga.org/2022/06/24/u-s-rep-buddy-carter-settles-property-tax-issue-in-camden/
https://thecurrentga.org/2022/06/24/u-s-rep-buddy-carter-settles-property-tax-issue-in-camden/
https://thecurrentga.org/2022/08/23/abrams-environmental-focus-resilience-green-jobs-lower-energy-costs/
https://thecurrentga.org/2022/08/23/abrams-environmental-focus-resilience-green-jobs-lower-energy-costs/


2022 IMPACT REPORT 

JOURNALISTIC IMPACT 

7 

Examining Spending by Savannah  
City Council 
Report for America Journalist Jake Shore’s  
reporting exposed spending by Savannah City 
Council officials on ShotSpotter, a gunshot detec-
tion system marketed as a deterrent to rising gun 
crime, without examining whether it works.  
 
Protecting the Okefenokee National 
Wildlife Refuge 
To help readers understand what is at stake  
from a proposed titanium dioxide mine near  
the Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge, we  
explained the uses of titanium and titanium  
dioxide. We also chronicled a visit to the refuge 
from Interior Secretary Deb Haaland, who disap-
pointed swamp lovers by failing to announce her 
department’s opposition to the mine. She later 
quietly wrote to Gov. Brian Kemp asking him to 
deny the mining company’s request for permits.  

Uncovering Suspect Hiring Practices  
by the Savannah Police Department 
Jake Shore reported on a Savannah police officer 
who shot a man in June 2022 and uncovered his 
history of using excessive force on prison inmates 
in his past job. Savannah Police initially said there 
were “no documented concerns” when the officer 
was hired, but Shore found records showing the 
warden of the prison where he worked wrote  
several times about the officer’s use of force  
incidents. Shore later learned that the police  
never actually asked for the officer’s disciplinary 
records at hiring. The department blamed a snafu 
in the background check process. 
 
Researching News Habits to Improve 
Our Effectiveness  
The Current launched a text-based news service in 
the fall of 2022, a content platform we designed to 
increase readership from diverse neighborhoods. 
We are co-sponsoring a statewide landscape news 
analysis and will refocus our publishing priorities 
based on those results and data in early 2023.  
 
Building Community Through Events 
We partner with leading state groups and commu-
nity leaders for education and other events.  
These partners include Savannah State Universi-
ty—Georgia’s oldest public HBCU—E. Shaver 
Bookseller, the Savannah Tribune, and local  
chapters of the ACLU and League of Women  
Voters. Separately, we are working with Georgia 
Humanities to produce content for sharing with 
teachers and high school journalism students 
across the state about political disinformation  
and fake news. 

https://thecurrentga.org/2022/06/30/savannah-spends-489k-on-shotspotter-but-doesnt-keep-data/
https://thecurrentga.org/2022/06/30/savannah-spends-489k-on-shotspotter-but-doesnt-keep-data/
https://thecurrentga.org/2021/10/22/okefenokee-mine-project-what-is-titanium-used-for/
https://thecurrentga.org/2021/10/22/okefenokee-mine-project-what-is-titanium-used-for/
https://thecurrentga.org/2022/09/16/visit-from-interior-secretary-shines-a-light-on-okefenokee-supporters/
https://thecurrentga.org/2022/09/16/visit-from-interior-secretary-shines-a-light-on-okefenokee-supporters/
https://thecurrentga.org/2022/12/08/interior-secretary-to-georgia-reject-mining-near-okefenokee/
https://thecurrentga.org/2022/12/08/interior-secretary-to-georgia-reject-mining-near-okefenokee/
https://thecurrentga.org/2022/08/01/warden-documented-concerns-about-prison-guards-use-of-force-before-hired-as-savannah-cop/
https://thecurrentga.org/2022/08/01/warden-documented-concerns-about-prison-guards-use-of-force-before-hired-as-savannah-cop/
https://thecurrentga.org/2022/08/12/messy-vetting-process-kept-savannah-officers-disciplinary-history-hidden-when-hired/
https://thecurrentga.org/2022/08/12/messy-vetting-process-kept-savannah-officers-disciplinary-history-hidden-when-hired/
https://thecurrentga.org/2022/08/12/messy-vetting-process-kept-savannah-officers-disciplinary-history-hidden-when-hired/
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As a scrappy startup, we have tried to balance 
multiple urgent needs:  
• Produce high-quality content  
• Rebuild trust in local news and create  

reader habit  
• Fundraise with a long enough runway  

to attract top-notch reporting talent 
• Design innovative publishing strategies to 

serve multiple reader segments, from older, 
higher net worth readers who appreciate  
long-form New York Times quality journalism,  
to readers from marginalized communities 
and backgrounds who have no news habits  

• Create a talent pool in a news desert where 
journalism jobs are extinct 

• Offer livable wages so reporting is a viable 
profession for a diverse staff 

 
To accomplish these goals, we have multiple  
editorial and business operations priorities  
for the next three years.  
 
Fully Fund a Local Accountability  
Reporter in Each of Georgia’s  
Six Coastal Counties 
We have all watched the decline, and oftentimes 
the literal disappearance, of community newspa-
pers. At a time when our country is deeply  
divided and our problems are mounting, we  
need a way to better understand each other  
and what is going wrong in our communities.  
An accountability reporter in each county would 
provide local voters with quality and trustworthy 
information they don’t receive anywhere else.  
 

Build Our Editorial Team to Support  
Our Journalism 
Digital Audience/Reader Engagement Editor:  
A Digital Editor is our top priority hire because 
this journalist can help us reach readers on the 
platforms where they are already spending time 
and build more reader engagement, a communi-
cation flow that amplifies our mission to build a 
more informed community, stronger democracy, 
and increased trust in journalism.  
 
Data Journalist: No media organization in  
Georgia outside of Atlanta has a full-time data 
journalist. This position is core to our mission  
as a newsroom focused on accountability journal-
ism. Data-driven stories attract long engagement 
and provide readers with knowledge to solve 
problems. These are also the types of stories that 
get republished the most by our partners. It’s  
a key position that would elevate journalism 
through a large portion of the state. 
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Copy Editor: The unsexy core of any good news-
room is a solid copy editor/editing desk whose 
sole mandate is to maintain editorial excellence 
and accuracy. As we strive to revive public service 
journalism and trust in local journalism, this posi-
tion is crucial. Misspellings and style errors are 
the bane of a news organization’s existence. They 
are unforced errors for an audience skeptical of 
journalism and nonpartisan news altogether.  
 
Internships: Our final editorial goal is to institu-
tionalize our already robust intern and fellowship 
recruiting program in which we are training  
a new generation of Georgia-based watchdog 
journalists. We hosted four paid interns in sum-
mer 2021 and five in summer 2022. Funding to 
endow this program would achieve multiple stra-
tegic goals: content creation, mentorship for early  
career journalists, and diversity in our newsroom. 
 
Fully Staff Our Remaining Three Pillars 
for Full Editorial Coverage 
Education Reporter: In our six counties, there  
is not a single education reporter. We want to fill 
that hole. We plan to focus coverage on education 
policies, state laws, and local challenges to  
successful educational outcomes for students.  
We want to highlight the impact that individual 
teachers and schools have on their communities, 
using solutions journalism.  
 
Health Reporter: Savannah-Chatham County has 
the only Level I trauma center in an area covering 
40 counties, a safety-net hospital that was bought 
by a national company around five years ago. 
Georgia has a nursing and doctor shortage and 
the highest maternal mortality rate in America. 
Our neighbors need accountability reporting  
on these matters.  
 
 

Accountability Reporter: Our coverage area is 
approximately 300 miles away from the state  
capital, the legislature and the government  
bureaucracy whose decisions affect all aspects  
of our life. We want to hire a reporter who can 
research and investigate stories about how state 
policies and institutions affect the economy  
and lives in Coastal Georgia, as well as hold  
our region’s elected state officials accountable  
to their constituents at a time when partisan  
politics and loyalties sometimes take precedence 
over community needs.  
 
Build our Development/Marketing 
Team to Expand our Funding  
and Reach 
Our fundraising and marketing team needs to 
grow. We would like to hire a second develop-
ment team member who can help target individu-
al membership and subscription growth, while 
our development director focuses on major do-
nors, grants and corporate sponsorships. In addi-
tion, we are now using a consultant to help us 
build our brand and expand our readership; we 
would like to bring this role in-house. 
 
Hire an IT Professional 
Because our work is published and distributed 
online, our computer and data needs are great, 
and technical challenges arise on a regular basis. 
We now handle these issues through tech support 
with our vendors, but this takes time and is often-
times ineffective. An IT professional would help 
us make the most of our current technology and 
provide guidance as we grow and implement new 
ways to reach our audience. 
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THE CURRENT IN OUR COMMUNITY  

In addition to our original reporting, we host 
community discussions and events, especially  
on voting rights, to engage Coastal Georgians in 
discussions about civic problems and solutions. 
Throughout this past year, we hosted monthly 
meetings, called Community Conversations,  
in conjunction with E. Shaver Booksellers.  
 
Editor in Chief Margaret Coker and Managing  
Editor Susan Catron headlined several civic  
meetings and events up and down the coast,  
engaging our readers and hearing their concerns, 
and they both are regular guests on Public Broad-
casting’s Political Rewind. 
 
Margaret was a featured author at the Savannah 
Book Festival in February, where she discussed 
her book, The Spymaster of Baghdad: A True Story 
of Bravery, Family, and Patriotism in the Battle 
Against ISIS. In April, she was a panelist on an 
event at the Harvard Kennedy School Shorenstein 
Center on Media, Politics and Public Policy titled, 
Innovation in Local News. 
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The Current hosted a 1st Congressional District 
Democratic Primary Candidate Forum on April 26 
at Savannah State University. Margaret moderat-
ed this event, along with Ariel Felton, Director of 
Youth Programs for the Deep Center. In October, 
Margaret was on a panel of journalists for Atlanta 
Press Club’s 1st Congressional District’s general 
election debate. 
 
In July, we hosted a Pop-up Party to celebrate  
The Current’s new newsroom—the #805 Southern 
Railway train car named, “Georgia,” located  
beside the Savannah Visitor Center Parking Lot 
(303 Martin Luther King Jr Blvd.) Originally built 
in 1941 as a 52-seat passenger coach car, we are 
now fortunate to call “Georgia” home. 
 
We believe that by working together, we can  
improve our quality of life, make a positive  
impact on our community, and empower our 
friends and neighbors with accurate, truthful  
information. Look for more events in 2023! 
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WHY INVEST IN THE CURRENT? 
 

By supporting The Current, you will make a positive impact on our community and empower our friends  
and neighbors with accurate, truthful information.  

 
The Current is Georgia’s only non-profit investigative news organization, and we are the only local media  

organization focused on the 640,000 residents along the 100-mile coast of Georgia.  
 

With philanthropic investment, we will be able to continue the kind of reporting you have  
come to expect from us—reporting that provides reliable information about the issues you care about most.  

 
www.thecurrentga.org/support-our-publication/ 

Grey Matters Project DBA The Current | EIN: 84-2657297 | P.O. Box 8681, Savannah, GA 31412 
 

For More Information: Shannon GaNun (912) 547–1617 or Shannon.TheCurrent@gmail.com 

THE CURRENT’S ORIGIN STORY 

2016—A July 4 drive-by shooting left three  
Savannah men dead, including a senior manager 
employed by business leader and The Grey owner 
Johno Morisano. Morisano was outraged by the 
lack of reliable information and the failure of  
government accountability.  
  
2019—Morisano and prize-winning journalist 
Margaret Coker started the conversation about 
the idea of a startup news organization to fill  
the vacuum of local, in-depth news. 
  
February 2020—Coker, a veteran of Cox Newspa-
pers, The Wall Street Journal, and The New York 
Times, contacted an old colleague, Bert Roughton, 
recently retired senior managing editor of The  
Atlanta Journal-Constitution. They began work  
to launch The Current. 

May 2020—Susan Catron, the former executive 
editor of The Savannah Morning News, joined  
the effort to build a new, trusted source for  
journalism, making The Current’s newsroom 
among the most experienced in the Southeast. 
  
September 2020—The Current begins  
publication with a team of seasoned, diverse  
reporters. A handful of early major donors pull 
their funds because they don’t like a government 
accountability story published by The Current.  
 
November 2020—The Current is declared one  
of Georgia’s most-trusted political news sources 
by the Poynter Institute, the leading journalism 
industry organization.  

Photos on cover, 8, and 10 courtesy of Russ Bryant 


